


After brief stops in Smyrna, Alexandria, and Haifa, 
Bahá’u’lláh and His followers were forced to endure an 
eight-hour crossing of the Bay of ‘Akká (now known 
as the Bay of Haifa) on a sailing ship.

The daughter of Bahá’u’lláh, Bahíyyih Khánum, later 
described the trip: 

"The heat … was overpowering. We were put into a 
sailing boat. There being no wind, and no shelter from 
the burning rays of the sun, we spent eight hours of 
positive misery, and at last reached ‘Akká, the end of 
our journey."





On 31 August 1868, the exiles were finally 
brought ashore near ‘Akká's sea gate — one 
of only two entrances to the fortress city.



‘Akká was surrounded "by a double system of ramparts; 
was inhabited by a people whom Bahá’u’lláh stigmatized 
as 'the generation of vipers'; was devoid of any source of 
water within its gates; was flea-infested, damp and 
honey-combed with gloomy, filthy and tortuous lanes." 

Bahá’u’lláh in His letter to the Sultan of Turkey wrote 
that ‘Akká was "the most desolate of the cities of the 
world, the most unsightly of them in appearance, the 
most detestable in climate, and the foulest in water. It is 
as though it were the metropolis of the owl."



Despite the rigors of the journey and the 
scores of citizens who assembled at the port 
to mock and jeer at the one labeled "The God 
of the Persians," Bahá’u’lláh stated:

"Upon Our arrival, We were welcomed with 
banners of light, whereupon the Voice of the 
Spirit cried out saying: 'Soon will all that dwell 
on earth be enlisted under these banners.'" 





The	  sea	  gate	  (entrance	  from	  sea)	  



The	  other	  side	  of	  the	  sea	  gate	  





































On the way to the prison, the exiles were led 
past the Al-Jazzar Mosque, where soon after 
their arrival the sentence of Sultan 'Abdu'l-Azíz 
was read — a sentence that "not only 
condemned them to perpetual banishment, but 
stipulated their strict incarceration, and forbade 
them to associate either with each other or with 
the local inhabitants."













When they first arrived at the citadel, the exiles 
were taken to rooms adjoining the barracks 
square. The floor of one of the rooms was 
covered in mud, and the heat and humidity, 
combined with the stench of the prison, so 
overwhelmed Bahíyyih Khánum that she fainted.



"So filthy and brackish was the water in the pool of 
the courtyard that no one could drink it. Three 
loaves of black and salty bread were assigned to 
each, which they were later permitted to exchange, 
when escorted by guards to the market, for two of 
better quality. Subsequently they were allowed a 
mere pittance as substitute for the allotted dole of 
bread. All fell sick, except two, shortly after their 
arrival. Malaria, dysentery, combined with the sultry 
heat, added to their miseries."
















