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The	Month	of	Speech	

In	a	few	days,	the	month	of	Speech	(Qawl)	begins.	Perhaps	the	following	semi-compilation	
would	be	helpful	for	personal	reflection	or	readings	at	the	upcoming	feast.	

My	God,	my	Adored	One,	my	King,	my	Desire!	What	tongue	can	voice	my	thanks	to	
Thee?	I	was	heedless,	Thou	didst	awaken	me.	I	had	turned	back	from	Thee,	Thou	
didst	 graciously	 aid	 me	 to	 turn	 towards	 Thee.	 I	 was	 as	 one	 dead,	 Thou	 didst	
quicken	me	with	the	water	of	life.	I	was	withered,	Thou	didst	revive	me	with	the	
heavenly	stream	of	Thine	utterance	which	hath	flowed	forth	from	the	Pen	of	the	
All-Merciful.	

O	Divine	Providence!	All	existence	is	begotten	by	Thy	bounty;	deprive	it	not	of	the	
waters	 of	 Thy	 generosity,	 neither	 do	 Thou	 withhold	 it	 from	 the	 ocean	 of	 Thy	
mercy.	 I	beseech	Thee	to	aid	and	assist	me	at	all	 times	and	under	all	conditions,	
and	seek	from	the	heaven	of	Thy	grace	Thine	ancient	favor.	Thou	art,	in	truth,	the	
Lord	 of	 bounty,	 and	 the	 Sovereign	 of	 the	 kingdom	 of	 eternity.	 [Prayers	 and	
Meditations	by	Bahá’u’lláh	nr.	CLXXIII]	

	
The	Word	of	God	

God	is	not	silent.	He	speaks	to	mankind	through	His	Manifestations.	When	Manifestations	
of	God	Speak,	the	Word	of	God	is	spoken.		

“O	King!	I	was	but	a	man	like	others,	asleep	upon	My	couch,	when	lo,	the	breezes	
of	the	All-Glorious	were	wafted	over	Me,	and	taught	Me	the	knowledge	of	all	that	
hath	 been.	 This	 thing	 is	 not	 from	 Me,	 but	 from	 One	 Who	 is	 Almighty	 and	 All-
Knowing.	And	He	bade	Me	lift	up	My	voice	between	earth	and	heaven,	and	for	this	
there	befell	Me	what	hath	caused	the	tears	of	every	man	of	understanding	to	flow.	
The	learning	current	amongst	men	I	studied	not;	their	schools	I	entered	not.	Ask	
of	the	city	wherein	I	dwelt,	that	thou	mayest	be	well	assured	that	I	am	not	of	them	
who	speak	 falsely.	This	 is	but	a	 leaf	which	 the	winds	of	 the	will	of	 thy	Lord,	 the	
Almighty,	the	All-Praised,	have	stirred.	Can	it	be	still	when	the	tempestuous	winds	
are	blowing?	Nay,	by	Him	Who	is	the	Lord	of	all	Names	and	Attributes!	They	move	
it	as	they	 list.	The	evanescent	 is	as	nothing	before	Him	Who	is	 the	Ever-Abiding.	
His	all-compelling	summons	hath	reached	Me,	and	caused	Me	to	speak	His	praise	
amidst	 all	 people.	 I	 was	 indeed	 as	 one	 dead	when	 His	 behest	 was	 uttered.	 The	
hand	 of	 the	will	 of	 thy	 Lord,	 the	 Compassionate,	 the	Merciful,	 transformed	Me.”	
[Epistle	to	the	Son	of	the	Wolf	page	12-13]	

Know	ye	that	 I	am	afraid	of	none	except	God.	 In	none	but	Him	have	 I	placed	My	
trust;	to	none	will	I	cleave	but	Him,	and	wish	for	naught	except	the	thing	He	hath	
wished	for	Me.	This,	indeed,	is	My	heart’s	desire,	did	ye	but	know	it.	I	have	offered	
up	My	soul	and	My	body	as	a	sacrifice	for	God,	the	Lord	of	all	worlds.	Whoso	hath	
known	God	shall	know	none	but	Him,	and	he	that	feareth	God	shall	be	afraid	of	no	
one	 except	 Him,	 though	 the	 powers	 of	 the	 whole	 earth	 rise	 up	 and	 be	 arrayed	
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against	 him.	 I	 speak	 naught	 except	 at	 His	 bidding,	 and	 follow	 not,	 through	 the	
power	 of	 God	 and	 His	might,	 except	 His	 truth.	 He,	 verily,	 shall	 recompense	 the	
truthful.	[Gleanings	from	the	Writings	of	Bahá’u’lláh,		page	126	nr	LXVI]			

He	speaketh	not	as	prompted	by	His	own	self,	but	as	bidden	by	Him	Who	 is	 the	
All-Knowing,	the	All-Wise.	[Tablets	of	Bahá’u’lláh	revealed	after	the	Kitáb-i-Aqdas	
page	12]	

	

According	to	Our	Capacity	

The	Word	of	God	is	greater,	far	greater	than	what	we	can	comprehend	or	can	be	conveyed	
through	the	languages	of	humans.	What	the	Manifestations	of	God	speak	forth	is	not	what	
is	the	Word	of	God	but	according	to	our	capacity.		

O	SON	OF	BEAUTY!	By	My	spirit	and	by	My	favor!	By	My	mercy	and	by	My	beauty!	
All	that	I	have	revealed	unto	thee	with	the	tongue	of	power,	and	have	written	for	
thee	 with	 the	 pen	 of	 might,	 hath	 been	 in	 accordance	 with	 thy	 capacity	 and	
understanding,	not	with	My	state	and	the	melody	of	My	voice.	[The	Hidden	Words	
of	Bahá’u’lláh	Arabic	Nr.	67]	

Know	assuredly	that	just	as	thou	firmly	believest	that	the	Word	of	God,	exalted	be	
His	 glory,	 endureth	 for	 ever,	 thou	must,	 likewise,	 believe	with	 undoubting	 faith	
that	its	meaning	can	never	be	exhausted.	They	who	are	its	appointed	interpreters,	
they	whose	hearts	are	the	repositories	of	 its	secrets,	are,	however,	the	only	ones	
who	 can	 comprehend	 its	 manifold	 wisdom.	 Whoso,	 while	 reading	 the	 Sacred	
Scriptures,	is	tempted	to	choose	therefrom	whatever	may	suit	him	with	which	to	
challenge	the	authority	of	the	Representative	of	God	among	men,	is,	indeed,	as	one	
dead,	though	to	outward	seeming	he	may	walk	and	converse	with	his	neighbors,	
and	share	with	them	their	food	and	their	drink.	

Oh,	would	that	the	world	could	believe	Me!	Were	all	the	things	that	lie	enshrined	
within	the	heart	of	Bahá,	and	which	the	Lord,	His	God,	the	Lord	of	all	names,	hath	
taught	 Him,	 to	 be	 unveiled	 to	 mankind,	 every	 man	 on	 earth	 would	 be	
dumbfounded.	

How	great	the	multitude	of	truths	which	the	garment	of	words	can	never	contain!	
How	vast	 the	number	of	 such	verities	as	no	expression	can	adequately	describe,	
whose	 significance	 can	 never	 be	 unfolded,	 and	 to	 which	 not	 even	 the	 remotest	
allusions	can	be	made!	How	manifold	are	the	truths	which	must	remain	unuttered	
until	the	appointed	time	is	come!	Even	as	it	hath	been	said:	“Not	everything	that	a	
man	 knoweth	 can	 be	 disclosed,	 nor	 can	 everything	 that	 he	 can	 disclose	 be	
regarded	as	timely,	nor	can	every	timely	utterance	be	considered	as	suited	to	the	
capacity	of	those	who	hear	it.”	

Of	 these	 truths	 some	 can	 be	 disclosed	 only	 to	 the	 extent	 of	 the	 capacity	 of	 the	
repositories	of	the	light	of	Our	knowledge,	and	the	recipients	of	Our	hidden	grace.	
We	beseech	God	to	strengthen	thee	with	His	power,	and	enable	thee	to	recognize	
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Him	Who	is	the	Source	of	all	knowledge,	that	thou	mayest	detach	thyself	from	all	
human	learning,	 for,	“what	would	it	profit	any	man	to	strive	after	 learning	when	
he	hath	already	 found	and	recognized	Him	Who	 is	 the	Object	of	all	knowledge?”	
Cleave	 to	 the	 Root	 of	 Knowledge,	 and	 to	Him	Who	 is	 the	 Fountain	 thereof,	 that	
thou	mayest	find	thyself	independent	of	all	who	claim	to	be	well	versed	in	human	
learning,	 and	whose	 claim	no	 clear	proof,	 nor	 the	 testimony	of	 any	enlightening	
book,	can	support.	[Gleanings	from	the	Writings	of	Bahá’u’lláh	Nr.	LXXXIX	]	

	

Our	Speech	

God	 speaks.	 Therefore	 human	 souls,	 having	 been	 engraved	 with	 the	 image	 of	 God,	 also	
speak.	We	are	encouraged	to	speak	and	not	hold	our	peace.	What	should	we	speak	of	and	
how	should	our	speech	be?	

	

To	Teach		

The	 Divine	 Springtime	 is	 come,	 O	Most	 Exalted	 Pen,	 for	 the	 Festival	 of	 the	 All-
Merciful	 is	 fast	 approaching.	 Bestir	 thyself,	 and	 magnify,	 before	 the	 entire	
creation,	 the	name	of	God,	and	celebrate	His	praise,	 in	such	wise	that	all	created	
things	may	be	regenerated	and	made	new.	Speak,	and	hold	not	thy	peace.	The	day	
star	of	blissfulness	shineth	above	the	horizon	of	Our	name,	the	Blissful,	inasmuch	
as	the	kingdom	of	the	name	of	God	hath	been	adorned	with	the	ornament	of	the	
name	of	thy	Lord,	the	Creator	of	the	heavens.	Arise	before	the	nations	of	the	earth,	
and	arm	thyself	with	the	power	of	this	Most	Great	Name,	and	be	not	of	those	who	
tarry.	[Gleanings	from	the	Writings	of	Bahá’u’lláh	Nr.	XIV]	

Praise	 be	 to	 Thee,	 O	my	 God!	 These	 are	 Thy	 servants	who	 are	 attracted	 by	 the	
fragrances	 of	 Thy	mercifulness,	 are	 enkindled	 by	 the	 fire	 burning	 in	 the	 tree	 of	
Thy	singleness,	and	whose	eyes	are	brightened	by	beholding	the	splendors	of	the	
light	shining	in	the	Sinai	of	Thy	oneness.	

O	Lord!	Loose	their	tongues	to	make	mention	of	Thee	amongst	Thy	people,	suffer	
them	 to	 speak	 forth	 Thy	 praise	 through	 Thy	 grace	 and	 loving-kindness,	 assist	
them	with	the	cohorts	of	Thine	angels,	strengthen	their	 loins	 in	Thy	service,	and	
make	them	the	signs	of	Thy	guidance	amongst	Thy	creatures.	

Verily,	 Thou	 art	 the	 All-Powerful,	 the	Most	 Exalted,	 the	 Ever-Forgiving,	 the	 All-
Merciful.	[‘Abdu’l-Bahá	,	Bahá’í	Prayers	page	189	(1991	edition)]	

	

To	Praise	

Magnified	be	Thy	name,	O	Lord	my	God,	inasmuch	as	Thou	hast	inclined	mine	ear	
to	 Thy	 voice,	 and	 called	 me	 to	 Thyself,	 and	 opened	 mine	 eyes	 to	 gaze	 on	 Thy	
beauty,	 and	 illumined	 my	 heart	 with	 Thy	 knowledge,	 and	 sanctified	 my	 breast	
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from	the	doubts	of	the	infidels	in	Thy	days.	I	am	the	one,	O	my	God,	who	lay	fast	
asleep	on	his	couch,	when	lo,	the	messengers	of	Thy	manifold	mercies	were	sent	
down	upon	me	by	Thee,	 and	 the	gentle	winds	of	Thy	 loving-kindness	blew	over	
me,	and	roused	me	up,	and	caused	me	to	set	my	face	towards	the	sanctuary	of	Thy	
knowledge,	and	to	fix	mine	eyes	upon	the	splendors	of	the	light	of	Thy	face.	

I	am	but	a	poor	creature,	O	my	Lord!	Behold	me	clinging	to	the	hem	of	Thy	riches.	I	
have	fled	from	darkness	and	from	waywardness	unto	the	brightness	of	the	light	of	
Thy	countenance.	Were	 I—and	 to	 this	Thy	glory	beareth	me	witness—to	render	
thanksgiving	unto	Thee,	 through	the	whole	continuance	of	Thy	kingdom	and	the	
duration	 of	 the	 heaven	 of	 Thine	 omnipotence,	 I	would	 still	 have	 failed	 to	 repay	
Thy	manifold	bestowals.	

I	 implore	 Thee,	 O	 my	 Lord,	 by	 Thy	 name,	 the	 Ever-Abiding,	 and	 by	 Thy	 name	
which	 Thou	 didst	 ordain	 to	 be	 the	most	 great	 Instrument	 binding	 Thee	 to	 Thy	
servants,	 to	 grant	 that	 I	 may	 flee	 for	 shelter	 to	 Thy	 door,	 and	 speak	 forth	 Thy	
praise.	Write	down,	then,	 for	me,	 in	every	world	of	Thine,	that	which	will	enable	
me	to	enter	beneath	Thy	shadow	and	within	the	borders	of	Thy	court.	

Thou	 art,	 verily,	 the	 Almighty,	 the	 Most	 Bountiful,	 the	 Most	 Exalted,	 the	 Ever-
Forgiving,	 the	Most	Generous.	 [Prayers	and	Meditations	by	Bahá’u’lláh	page	121	
Nr.	LXXIV]	

Say:	O	men!	This	is	a	matchless	Day.	Matchless	must,	likewise,	be	the	tongue	that	
celebrateth	 the	 praise	 of	 the	 Desire	 of	 all	 nations,	 and	matchless	 the	 deed	 that	
aspireth	to	be	acceptable	in	His	sight.	The	whole	human	race	hath	longed	for	this	
Day,	 that	 perchance	 it	 may	 fulfil	 that	 which	 well	 beseemeth	 its	 station,	 and	 is	
worthy	of	its	destiny.	Blessed	is	the	man	whom	the	affairs	of	the	world	have	failed	
to	deter	from	recognizing	Him	Who	is	the	Lord	of	all	 things.	[Gleanings	from	the	
Writings	of	Bahá’u’lláh	Nr.	XIV]	

Glorified	art	Thou,	O	Lord	my	God!	I	yield	Thee	thanks	for	having	enabled	me	to	
recognize	 the	 Manifestation	 of	 Thyself,	 and	 for	 having	 severed	 me	 from	 Thine	
enemies,	and	laid	bare	before	mine	eyes	their	misdeeds	and	wicked	works	in	Thy	
days,	 and	 for	 having	 rid	 me	 of	 all	 attachment	 to	 them,	 and	 caused	 me	 to	 turn	
wholly	towards	Thy	grace	and	bountiful	favors.	I	give	Thee	thanks,	also,	for	having	
sent	down	upon	me	from	the	clouds	of	Thy	will	that	which	hath	so	sanctified	me	
from	the	hints	of	the	infidels	and	the	allusions	of	the	misbelievers	that	I	have	fixed	
my	 heart	 firmly	 on	 Thee,	 and	 fled	 from	 such	 as	 have	 denied	 the	 light	 of	 Thy	
countenance.	Again	I	thank	Thee	for	having	empowered	me	to	be	steadfast	in	Thy	
love,	and	to	speak	forth	Thy	praise	and	to	extol	Thy	virtues,	and	for	having	given	
me	 to	 drink	 of	 the	 cup	 of	 Thy	mercy	 that	 hath	 surpassed	 all	 things	 visible	 and	
invisible.	

Thou	 art	 the	 Almighty,	 the	 Most	 Exalted,	 the	 All-Glorious,	 the	 All-	 Loving.	
[Bahá’u’lláh,	Bahá’í	Prayers	page	189	(1991	edition)]	
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O	 Thou	 Whose	 nearness	 is	 my	 wish,	 Whose	 presence	 is	 my	 hope,	 Whose	
remembrance	 is	my	desire,	Whose	court	of	glory	 is	my	goal,	Whose	abode	 is	my	
aim,	Whose	name	 is	my	healing,	Whose	 love	 is	 the	 radiance	of	my	heart,	Whose	
service	 is	 my	 highest	 aspiration!	 I	 beseech	 Thee	 by	 Thy	 Name,	 through	 which	
Thou	 hast	 enabled	 them	 that	 have	 recognized	 Thee	 to	 soar	 to	 the	 sublimest	
heights	of	the	knowledge	of	Thee	and	empowered	such	as	devoutly	worship	Thee	
to	ascend	into	the	precincts	of	the	court	of	Thy	holy	favors,	to	aid	me	to	turn	my	
face	towards	Thy	face,	to	fix	mine	eyes	upon	Thee,	and	to	speak	of	Thy	glory.	

I	am	the	one,	O	my	Lord,	who	hath	forgotten	all	else	but	Thee,	and	turned	towards	
the	 Day-Spring	 of	 Thy	 grace,	 who	 hath	 forsaken	 all	 save	 Thyself	 in	 the	 hope	 of	
drawing	nigh	unto	Thy	court.	Behold	me,	 then,	with	mine	eyes	 lifted	up	towards	
the	Seat	that	shineth	with	the	splendors	of	the	light	of	Thy	Face.	Send	down,	then,	
upon	me,	O	my	Beloved,	that	which	will	enable	me	to	be	steadfast	in	Thy	Cause,	so	
that	the	doubts	of	the	infidels	may	not	hinder	me	from	turning	towards	Thee.	

Thou	art,	verily,	the	God	of	Power,	the	Help	in	Peril,	the	All-Glorious,	the	Almighty.	
[Prayers	and	Meditations	by	Bahá’u’lláh,	page	174	nr	CIV]	

	
Mode	of	Speech	

Every	word	is	endowed	with	a	spirit,	therefore	the	speaker	or	expounder	should	
carefully	deliver	his	words	at	 the	appropriate	time	and	place,	 for	the	 impression	
which	each	word	maketh	is	clearly	evident	and	perceptible.	The	Great	Being	saith:	
One	word	may	be	 likened	unto	 fire,	 another	unto	 light,	 and	 the	 influence	which	
both	 exert	 is	 manifest	 in	 the	 world.	 Therefore	 an	 enlightened	 man	 of	 wisdom	
should	primarily	speak	with	words	as	mild	as	milk,	that	the	children	of	men	may	
be	 nurtured	 and	 edified	 thereby	 and	 may	 attain	 the	 ultimate	 goal	 of	 human	
existence	which	is	the	station	of	true	understanding	and	nobility.	And	likewise	He	
saith:	One	word	 is	 like	 unto	 springtime	 causing	 the	 tender	 saplings	 of	 the	 rose-
garden	 of	 knowledge	 to	 become	 verdant	 and	 flourishing,	while	 another	word	 is	
even	 as	 a	 deadly	 poison.	 It	 behoveth	 a	 prudent	 man	 of	 wisdom	 to	 speak	 with	
utmost	 leniency	and	 forbearance	so	 that	 the	sweetness	of	his	words	may	 induce	
everyone	 to	 attain	 that	 which	 befitteth	 man’s	 station.	 [Tablets	 of	 Bahá’u’lláh	
Revealed	After	the	Kitáb-i-Aqdas	page	172-173]	

O	ye	loved	ones	of	God!	Drink	your	fill	from	the	well-spring	of	wisdom,	and	walk	
ye	in	the	garden	of	wisdom,	and	soar	ye	in	the	atmosphere	of	wisdom,	and	speak	
forth	with	wisdom	and	eloquence.	Thus	biddeth	you	your	Lord,	the	Almighty,	the	
All-Knowing.	[Tablets	of	Bahá’u’lláh	Revealed	After	the	Kitáb-i-Aqdas	page	212]	

O	SON	OF	DUST!	The	wise	are	 they	 that	 speak	not	unless	 they	obtain	a	hearing,	
even	as	the	cup-bearer,	who	proffereth	not	his	cup	till	he	findeth	a	seeker,	and	the	
lover	who	 crieth	 not	 out	 from	 the	 depths	 of	 his	 heart	 until	 he	 gazeth	 upon	 the	
beauty	of	his	beloved.	Wherefore	sow	the	seeds	of	wisdom	and	knowledge	in	the	
pure	soil	of	the	heart,	and	keep	them	hidden,	till	 the	hyacinths	of	divine	wisdom	
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spring	 from	 the	 heart	 and	 not	 from	 mire	 and	 clay.	 [The	 Hidden	 Words	 of	
Bahá’u’lláh	Persian	nr	36]	

O	COMPANION	OF	MY	THRONE!	Hear	no	evil,	 and	see	no	evil,	 abase	not	 thyself,	
neither	 sigh	 and	weep.	 Speak	 no	 evil,	 that	 thou	mayest	 not	 hear	 it	 spoken	 unto	
thee,	 and	magnify	not	 the	 faults	 of	 others	 that	 thine	own	 faults	may	not	 appear	
great;	 and	wish	not	 the	 abasement	 of	 anyone,	 that	 thine	own	abasement	be	not	
exposed.	Live	then	the	days	of	thy	life,	that	are	less	than	a	fleeting	moment,	with	
thy	 mind	 stainless,	 thy	 heart	 unsullied,	 thy	 thoughts	 pure,	 and	 thy	 nature	
sanctified,	so	that,	free	and	content,	thou	mayest	put	away	this	mortal	frame,	and	
repair	unto	 the	mystic	paradise	and	abide	 in	 the	eternal	kingdom	 for	evermore.	
[The	Hidden	Words	of	Bahá’u’lláh	Persian	nr	44]	

	Fair	 speech	 and	 truthfulness,	 by	 reason	 of	 their	 lofty	 rank	 and	 position,	 are	
regarded	as	a	sun	shining	above	the	horizon	of	knowledge.			[Tablets	of	Bahá’u’lláh	
Revealed	After	the	Kitáb-i-Aqdas	page	40]	

Consort	with	all	men,	O	people	of	Bahá,	in	a	spirit	of	friendliness	and	fellowship.	If	
ye	be	aware	of	a	certain	truth,	if	ye	possess	a	jewel,	of	which	others	are	deprived,	
share	 it	 with	 them	 in	 a	 language	 of	 utmost	 kindliness	 and	 good-will.	 If	 it	 be	
accepted,	if	it	fulfil	its	purpose,	your	object	is	attained.	If	any	one	should	refuse	it,	
leave	 him	 unto	 himself,	 and	 beseech	 God	 to	 guide	 him.	 Beware	 lest	 ye	 deal	
unkindly	with	him.	A	kindly	tongue	is	the	lodestone	of	the	hearts	of	men.	It	is	the	
bread	 of	 the	 spirit,	 it	 clotheth	 the	words	with	meaning,	 it	 is	 the	 fountain	 of	 the	
light	 of	wisdom	 and	 understanding.	 [Gleanings	 from	 the	Writings	 of	 Bahá’u’lláh	
Nr.	CXXXII]	


