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The Life of Bahá'u'lláh 
Part 3 – Baghdad (1853 - ≈1858) 

1. Introduction 

… Bahá’u’lláh, … set out, … for Baghdád, on the first stage of a memorable and life-long exile 
which was to carry Him, in the course of years, as far as Adrianople in European Turkey, and 
which was to end with His twenty-four years’ incarceration in ‘Akká. (God Passes By, p. 104) 

 

2. Arrival to Baghdad 

Image: Drawing of Baghdad ca 1890 

Finally, …April 8, 1853 …, Bahá’u’lláh arrived in Baghdád, the capital city of what was then the 
Turkish province of ‘Iráq. From there He proceeded, a few days after, to Káẓimayn, about 
three miles north of the city, a town inhabited chiefly by Persians, and where the two Káẓims, 
the seventh and the ninth Imáms, are buried. (God Passes By, p. 109) 

 

3. Residence in Baghdad 

Image: Map of Baghdad 1849 

Soon after His arrival the representative of the Sháh’s government, stationed in Baghdád, 
called on Him, and suggested that it would be advisable for Him, in view of the many visitors 
crowding that center of pilgrimage, to establish His residence in Old Baghdád, a suggestion 
with which He readily concurred. A month later, towards the end of Rajab, He rented the 
house of Ḥájí ‘Alí Madad, in an old quarter of the city, into which He moved with His family. 
(God Passes By, p. 109) 

 

4. State of the Bábi Community 

Image: Nabil-i-Azam 

For, with the Báb no longer in the midst of His followers; with His nominee, either seeking a 
safe hiding place in the mountains of Mázindarán, or wearing the disguise of a dervish or of 
an Arab wandering from town to town; with Bahá’u’lláh imprisoned and subsequently 
banished beyond the limits of His native country; with the flower of the Faith mown down in 
a seemingly unending series of slaughters, the remnants of that persecuted community were 
sunk in a distress that appalled and paralyzed them, that stifled their spirit, confused their 
minds and strained to the utmost their loyalty. Reduced to this extremity they could no longer 
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rely on any voice that commanded sufficient authority to still their forebodings, resolve their 
problems, or prescribe to them their duties and obligations. 

Nabíl, traveling at that time through the province of Khurásán, the scene of the tumultuous 
early victories of a rising Faith, had himself summed up his impressions of the prevailing 
condition. “The fire of the Cause of God,” he testifies in his narrative, “had been well-nigh 
quenched in every place. I could detect no trace of warmth anywhere.” In Qasvín, according 
to the same testimony, the remnant of the community had split into four factions, bitterly 
opposed to one another, and a prey to the most absurd doctrines and fancies. Bahá’u’lláh 
upon His arrival in Baghdád, a city which had witnessed the glowing evidences of the 
indefatigable zeal of Táhirih, found among His countrymen residing in that city no more than 
a single Bábí, while in Kázimayn inhabited chiefly by Persians, a mere handful of His 
compatriots remained who still professed, in fear and obscurity, their faith in the Báb. (God 
Passes By, p. 113) 

 

5. Crisis with the Bábi Community 

Image: Mirza Yahya 

Mírzá Yahyá came into prominence not because he possessed any outstanding qualities, but 
rather through his close link with Bahá'u'lláh. In order to divert the attention of the enemies 
of the Faith from the person of Bahá'u'lláh, Who had emerged as a focal point among the 
early believers, the Báb wholeheartedly approved the suggestion of nominating the youthful 
and relatively unknown Mírzá Yahyá as the chief of the Bábí community. This suggestion had 
come from Bahá'u'lláh and only two others were aware of the plan, namely, Bahá'u'lláh's 
faithful brother Mírzá Músá (Áqáy-i-Kalím) and a certain Mullá 'Abdu'l-Karím-i-Qazvíní who 
had been entrusted by the Báb, shortly before His martyrdom, with the task of delivering His 
pen-case, seals and writings to Bahá'u'lláh; he was subsequently martyred in Tihrán at the 
time of Bahá'u'lláh's imprisonment in the Síyáh-Chál. 

The advantages of this nomination were obvious and, as this system operated for some time, 
those who were endowed with insight and wisdom were able to see that Mírzá Yahyá was 
only a figure-head, and that it was the guiding hand of Bahá'u'lláh alone that was 
unobtrusively directing the affairs of the Bábí community after the martyrdom of the Báb. 

When the news of the martyrdom of the Báb reached Tihrán, Mírzá Yahyá, who was then 
nineteen years of age, was so shaken and frightened that he fled in disguise to the mountains 
of Mázindarán where he sought refuge. It was through his cowardly behaviour that many 
believers in that area lost their faith, some even joining the enemies of the Cause. After 
wandering for about two years in the north and west of Persia, Mírzá Yahyá eventually 
followed Bahá'u'lláh to 'Iráq, but he was so fearful of being recognized that he spent most of 
his time either in concealment or in disguise. Such was his state of panic that at one stage he 
threatened to excommunicate any Bábí who might introduce him in public as the chief of the 
Bábí community, or show signs of recognition towards him in the streets and bazaars of 
Baghdád. 
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Yet it was not so much his lack of courage or his unfaithfulness which harmed the Cause as 
his opposition to the One Who was the Supreme Manifestation of God in this age. Mírzá Yahyá 
became jealous of Bahá'u'lláh's rising prestige with both friends and enemies, as he witnessed 
the power and majesty of His person and the influence He was winning over the inhabitants 
of Baghdád, both high and low. Mírzá Yahyá was apprehensive of losing his own position, 
which was already being undermined by the disillusionment of many outstanding followers 
of the Báb who had recognized the shallowness of his knowledge, and were disheartened by 
his cowardice and deceit. So, aided by the notorious Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahání, he began 
to sow seeds of doubt in the minds of those who were attracted to Bahá'u'lláh and sought, 
by various means, to discredit Him and to misrepresent His efforts to revive and resuscitate 
the fortunes of the fast-degenerating community of the followers of the Báb. 

It was mostly through the machinations of Siyyid Muhammad, the embodiment of wickedness 
and corruption, that Mírzá Yahyá, without any authority and in direct opposition to the 
explicit teachings of the Báb, claimed to be His successor--a position never contemplated by 
the Báb in His Writings. Mírzá Yahyá, in close association with the Siyyid, created much 
dissension and confusion among the believers. They were engaged, in a subtle way, in 
spreading false accusations against Bahá'u'lláh, Whom they introduced as the One destroying 
the Cause of the Báb and subverting His Laws. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, 
Vol 1 p. 53-55) 

Consider the individual (Subh-i Azal) who rose up to battle against me. I swear by the sun of 
the horizon of meanings that night and day he was in my orbit, and in the evenings when I 
was in bed, he was standing at its head. I recited to him the verses of God and he was standing 
in my presence at all hours of the day. When the cause was raised aloft and he saw that his 
name became visible, then the colour of that name and love of leadership so overtook him 
that he was deprived of the sacred shore of unity. By the one in whose hand is my soul, the 
creation had never before seen the like of this soul in his love of leadership and high station. 
By the one who caused all things to speak forth in praise of God! If all the people of creation 
determine to reckon his envy and hatred, they would, every one, discover themselves 
incapable of doing so. We beseech God to purify his breast and return him to himself and to 
aid him in affirming God, the powerful, the exalted, the mighty. (Lawh-i-Salman, Bahá’u’lláh, 
verse 23 provisional translation). 

 

6. Azal Ignoring Bahá’u’lláh’s Advice 

Image: View of Baghdad 1874 

When Baha'u'llah took up residence in Baghdad, …, what had remained of the disconsolate, 
bewildered and decimated community of the Bab learned to turn to Him for advice, for 
guidance, for protection, because Mirza Yahya, who was known as the 'nominee' of the Bab, 
was nowhere to be seen. Having managed, …, to escape from Takur in the company of his 
uncle, Mirza Zaynu'l-'Abidin, he was now living in Baghdad under the assumed name of Haji 
'Aliy-i-Las Furush, in the street of the charcoal-vendors (Dhughal-Furushan). It was 
Baha'u'llah's wish that he should return to Persia, there to serve the Faith of the Bab, as His 
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own words make clear (from Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 166): “About two months after 
Our arrival in 'Iraq, following the command of His Majesty the Shah of Persia--may God assist 
him--Mirza Yahya joined Us. We said unto him: 'In accordance with the Royal command We 
have been sent unto this place. It is advisable for thee to remain in Persia. We will send Our 
brother, Mirza Musa, to some other place. As your names have not been mentioned in the 
Royal decree, you can arise and render some service.' Subsequently, this Wronged One 
departed from Baghdad, and for two years withdrew from the world. Upon Our return, We 
found that he had not left, and had postponed his departure. This Wronged One was greatly 
saddened”. (Bahá’u’lláh, The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 107) 

 

7. Upon Our Arrival … 

Image: Picture of Baghdad 

“Upon Our arrival in Iraq We found the Cause of God sunk in deep apathy and the breeze of 
divine revelation stilled. Most of the believers were faint and dispirited, nay utterly lost and 
dead.” (Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh Revealed after Kitab-i-Aqdas, p. 131) 

Bahá’u’lláh began both to urge them to put away thoughts of revenge against the Shah and 
the clerics who had brought them so much suffering and to guide them towards manifesting 
in their lives the high ethical teachings to be found in the writings of the Báb” (Bahá’u’lláh A 
Short Biography, M. Momen p. 37) 

Whilst bound in chains in the Siyah-Chal of Tihran, at a time when Mirza Yahya was constantly 
running for shelter, Baha'u'llah had vowed to arise and regenerate the shattered community 
of the Bab. (Bahá’u’lláh, The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi, p. 108) 

 

8. Mirza Aqa Jan 

Image: Mirza Aqa Jan in his youth (standing behind the Master) 

Mirza Aqa Jan had been the first person to believe in Baha'u'llah as 'Him Whom God shall 
make manifest'. He did not belong to the learned class, having only an elementary education. 
In his youth he used to make soap and sell it for a living. Soapmaking was a humble trade in 
those days, and it was often carried out in the home by people who were not well educated. 
Mirza Aqa Jan went to Iraq soon after the arrival of Baha'u'llah in that country, and his first 
meeting with Him took place in the house of a friend in Karbila. There in the presence of 
Baha'u'llah he sensed a great spiritual power emanating from Him, a power that transformed 
his whole being. He was the first one to whom Baha'u'llah gave an intimation of the as yet 
unrevealed glory of His station. (The Covenant of Bahá’u’lláh, Taherzadeh, p.181) 

 

9. On a Rooftop in Karbila 

Image: City of Karbila in 1932 
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This same Mirza Aqa Jan, recounting to Nabil his experiences, on the first and never to be 
forgotten night spent in Karbila, in the presence of his newly-found Beloved, Who was then a 
guest of Haji Mirza Hasan-i-Hakim-Bashi, had given the following testimony: 'As it was 
summertime Baha'u'llah was in the habit of passing His evenings and of sleeping on the roof 
of the House. [Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Quli and I sprinkled water on the roof, swept and 
carpeted it, until He came. He talked to us, had His dinner and retired to rest.] That night, 
when He had gone to sleep, I, according to His directions, lay down for a brief rest, at a 
distance of a few feet from Him. No sooner had I risen, and ... started to offer my prayers, in 
a corner of the roof which adjoined a wall, than I beheld His blessed Person rise and walk 
towards me. When He reached me He said: 'You, too, are awake.' Whereupon He began to 
chant and pace back and forth. How shall I ever describe that voice and the verses it intoned, 
and His gait, as He strode before me! Methinks, with every step He took and every word He 
uttered thousands of oceans of light surged before my face, and thousands of worlds of 
incomparable splendor were unveiled to my eyes, and thousands of suns blazed their light 
upon me! In the moonlight that streamed upon Him, He thus continued to walk and to chant. 
Every time He approached me He would pause, and, in a tone so wondrous that no tongue 
can describe it, would say: '{Hear Me, My son. By God, the True One! This Cause will assuredly 
be made manifest. Heed thou not the idle talk of the people of the Bayan, who pervert the 
meaning of every word}.' In this manner He continued to walk and chant, and to address me 
these words until the first streaks of dawn appeared.... Afterwards I removed His bedding to 
His room, and, having prepared His tea for Him, was dismissed from His presence. 
(Bahá’u’lláh, The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi, p. 109-111) 

 

10. Tablet of All Food 

Image: Verse of All Food in Quran 

It was at this time that Haji Mirza Kamalu'd-Din-i-Naraqi came to Baghdad. He was a grandson 
of Haji Mulla Ahmad-Naraqi, a distinguished divine of past times, and was himself a man of 
learning. (Bahá’u’lláh, The King of Glory, HM Balyuzi p. 112) 

He travelled to Baghdád in order to meet and receive enlightenment from Mírzá Yahyá, the 
nominee of the Báb. Unable to trace him, he wrote a letter to Bahá'u'lláh requesting Him to 
ask Mírzá Yahyá for a commentary on the following verse of the Qur'án by which he had been 
puzzled: 'All food was allowed to the children of Israel except what Israel made unlawful for 
itself'. Bahá'u'lláh passed on this letter to Mírzá Yahyá whose inadequate and superficial 
answer caused Hájí Mírzá Kamálu'd-Dín to become completely disillusioned and to lose all 
faith in him. Hájí Mírzá Kamálu'd-Dín then turned to Bahá'u'lláh and requested Him to 
enlighten him on the subject. The Tablet of Kullu't-Ta'ám was revealed in Arabic in answer to 
his question. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, Vol 1, p. 56) 

“Israel and his children were identified with the Bab and His followers respectively--a Tablet 
which by reason of the allusions it contained, the beauty of its language and the cogency of 
its argument, so enraptured the soul of its recipient that he would have, but for the 
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restraining hand of Baha'u'llah, proclaimed forthwith his discovery of God's hidden Secret in 
the person of the One Who had revealed it. (God Passes By, p. 116-7) 

 

11.  If there be fairness 

Image: Old building in the village of Naraq 

That day, when I [Mirza Aqa Jan] attained His Blessed Presence, He was saying to Aqa 
Muhammad-Hasan, the Isfahani merchant: "Prior to your coming, Haji Mirza Kamalu'd-Din-i-
Naraqi was here. He had asked a question regarding the verse, Kullu't-Ta'am, from there 
[meaning Azal], but not having understood anything from his answer, he asked Me the same. 
I wrote an answer for him, read it to him, but did not give it to him. I want to read it to you 
now." He began to chant and read. How can I describe what hearing every word, uttered in 
that blessed tone, did to one? In between, He read a number of verses in the same tone He 
had used that first night in Karbila, on the roof of the Daru'sh-shafa [the House of Treatment]. 
When He reached the end, He said: "What do you say?" I offered the comment: "If there be 
fairness, all of the learned men ['ulama] should bow their heads." His Blessed Person replied: 
"As thou sayest, if there be fairness." (Balyuzi, Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, p. 113) 

This he [Haji Mirza Kamalu'd-Din-i-Naraqi] did, serving the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh with devotion 
and self-sacrifice until his death in Naráq about the year A.D. 1881. (The Revelation of 
Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, Vol 1 p. 56) 

 

12. Language of Badí 

Image: Kazimayn Shrines in Baghdad 

Mirza Aqa Jan further related to Nabil that, one day in Kazimayn, when both he and Aqa 
Muhammad-Hasan-i-Isfahani were in the presence of Baha'u'llah, in the house of Haji 'Abdu'l-
Majid-i-Shirazi, He asked the host whether he wished to hear the Badi' (Unique) language, 
which, He said, was the language used by the denizens of one of the worlds of God. He then 
proceeded to chant in that language. Mirza Aqa Jan said that hearing this language had a 
wonderful effect on the listener. One day, Mirza Aqa Jan related, Baha'u'llah said to Haji 
'Abdu'l-Majid: 'Haji, you have heard the Badi' language, and witnessed God's supremacy over 
His worlds. Render thanks for this bounty and appreciate its worth.' (Bahá’u’lláh, The King of 
Glory, H.M. Balyuzi, p. 113) 

 

 

13.  Prelude to Seclusion 

Image: View of Baghdad 

The fame of the Tablet of Kullu't-Ta'am aroused fresh jealousy in the heart of Mirza Yahya, 
who could not realize his own inability. Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahani, the Antichrist of the 
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Baha'i Revelation, was pushing Mirza Yahya more and more to oppose and thwart Baha'u'llah. 
Friends were gathering around Baha'u'llah from every side, not only from the ranks of the 
Babis, who were just beginning to hold their heads high once again, but from circles well 
beyond. The Vali of Baghdad had come to see that this Exile, recently arrived from Iran, was 
of a different category from the many Persian princes and princelings banished to 'Iraq or 
who had fled there. Baha'u'llah was well in the public eye. It was He Who had suffered months 
of inhuman incarceration in the dungeon of Tihran, whereas Mirza Yahya's cowardice had 
condemned him to feel always insecure, to be always on the run and, not daring to use his 
own name, to pursue an obscure existence in a dilapidated corner of Baghdad. (Bahá’u’lláh, 
The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 112) 

  

Mírzá Áqá Ján himself has testified: “That Blessed Beauty evinced such sadness that the limbs 
of my body trembled.” He has, likewise, related, as reported by Nabíl in his narrative, that, 
shortly before Bahá’u’lláh’s retirement, he had on one occasion seen Him, between dawn and 
sunrise, suddenly come out from His house, His night-cap still on His head, showing such signs 
of perturbation that he was powerless to gaze into His face, and while walking, angrily remark: 
“These creatures are the same creatures who for three thousand years have worshipped 
idols, and bowed down before the Golden Calf. Now, too, they are fit for nothing better. What 
relation can there be between this people and Him Who is the Countenance of Glory? What 
ties can bind them to the One Who is the supreme embodiment of all that is lovable?” “I 
stood,” declared Mírzá Áqá Ján, “rooted to the spot, lifeless, dried up as a dead tree, ready to 
fall under the impact of the stunning power of His words. Finally, He said: ‘Bid them recite: 
“Is there any Remover of difficulties save God? Say: Praised be God! He is God! All are His 
servants, and all abide by His bidding!” Tell them to repeat it five hundred times, nay, a 
thousand times, by day and by night, sleeping and waking, that haply the Countenance of 
Glory may be unveiled to their eyes, and tiers of light descend upon them.’ He Himself, I was 
subsequently informed, recited this same verse, His face betraying the utmost sadness. 
…Several times during those days, He was heard to remark: ‘We have, for a while, tarried 
amongst this people, and failed to discern the slightest response on their part.’ Oftentimes 
He alluded to His disappearance from our midst, yet none of us understood His 
meaning.” (God Passes By, p. 119) 

 

What more shall We say? The universe, were it to gaze with the eye of justice, would be 
incapable of bearing the weight of this utterance! In the early days of Our arrival in this land, 
when We discerned the signs of impending events, We decided, ere they happened, to retire. 
We betook Ourselves to the wilderness, and there, separated and alone, led for two years a 
life of complete solitude.' (Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 249) 

 

He, likewise, in another Tablet, declares, “I shunned all else but God, and closed Mine eyes to 
all except Him, that haply the fire of hatred may die down and the heat of jealousy abate.”  
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14. Kashkul 

Image: Kashkul of Bahaullah 

Bahá’u’lláh left Baghdad in April 10, 1854. 

Attired in the garb of a traveller, coarsely clad, taking with Him nothing but his kashkúl (alms-
bowl) and a change of clothes, and assuming the name of Darvísh Muhammad, Bahá’u’lláh 
retired to the wilderness, and lived for a time on a mountain named Sar-Galú, so far removed 
from human habitations that only twice a year, at seed sowing and harvest time, it was visited 
by the peasants of that region. Alone and undisturbed, He passed a considerable part of His 
retirement on the top of that mountain in a rude structure, made of stone, which served 
those peasants as a shelter against the extremities of the weather. (God Passes By, p. 120) 

 

15.  Upon the Summit of a Remote Mountain 

Image: Mountain of Sulaymaniyyih (Sar Galu area) 

Sulaymaniyyih is some 2 months travelling distance from Baqhdad. Sar-Galu is a desolate 
place, 3 days walk from the nearest village. The nearest village had about 500 inhabitants. 
Bahá’u’lláh probably had some rice, tea, sugar, dry bread, cheese, milk and a cooking pot 
when in Sar-Galu (Adapted summary from Anqay-Baqa dar Qaf-i Vafa by Farhang Imani). 

 

He had with Him only one change of clothes which were made of coarse material of the type 
worn by the poor; His food was chiefly milk and occasionally a little rice; His dwelling-place 
was sometimes a cave and sometimes a rude structure made of stones; and His companions, 
as attested by Himself in a Tablet addressed to His cousin Maryam, were the 'birds of the air' 
and the 'beasts of the field'. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, Vol 1 p. 61) 

 

“The food was very easy to describe – course bread, a little cheese was the usual diet; 
sometimes, but very rarely, a cup of milk; into this would be put some rice, and a tiny bit of 
sugar. When boiled together, these scanty rations provided the great treat of a sort of rice 
pudding” (The Chosen Highway, Lady Blomfield, p. 54) 

 

Many years later, Baha'u'llah described His situation: 'We sought shelter upon the summit of 
a remote mountain which lay at some three days' distance from the nearest human 
habitation. The comforts of life were completely lacking. We remained entirely isolated from 
Our fellow men...' (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyzui p. 116) 
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16.  Solitude 

Image: Cave in which Bahá’u’lláh stayed 

From Our eyes there rained tears of anguish, and in Our bleeding heart there surged an ocean 
of agonizing pain. Many a night We had no food for sustenance, and many a day Our body 
found no rest. By Him Who hath My being between His hands! notwithstanding these 
showers of afflictions and unceasing calamities, Our soul was wrapt in blissful joy, and Our 
whole being evinced an ineffable gladness. For in Our solitude We were unaware of the harm 
or benefit, the health or ailment, of any soul. Alone, We communed with Our spirit, oblivious 
of the world and all that is therein. We knew not, however, that the mesh of divine destiny 
exceedeth the vastest of mortal conceptions, and the dart of His decree transcendeth the 
boldest of human designs. None can escape the snares He setteth, and no soul can find 
release except through submission to His will. By the righteousness of God!' (Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 
249) 

 

Two of the prayers revealed by Bahá’u’lláh during this time. 

Create in me a pure heart, O my God, and renew a tranquil conscience within me, O my Hope! 
Through the spirit of power confirm Thou me in Thy Cause, O my Best-Beloved, and by the 
light of Thy glory reveal unto me Thy path, O Thou the Goal of my desire! Through the power 
of Thy transcendent might lift me up unto the heaven of Thy holiness, O Source of my being, 
and by the breezes of Thine eternity gladden me, O Thou Who art my God! Let Thine 
everlasting melodies breathe tranquillity on me, O my Companion, and let the riches of Thine 
ancient countenance deliver me from all except Thee, O my Master, and let the tidings of the 
revelation of Thine incorruptible Essence bring me joy, O Thou Who art the most manifest of 
the manifest and the most hidden of the hidden! 

 

O God, my God! Be Thou not far from me, for tribulation upon tribulation hath gathered about 
me. O God, my God! Leave me not to myself, for the extreme of adversity hath come upon 
me. Out of the pure milk, drawn from the breasts of Thy loving-kindness, give me to drink, for 
my thirst hath utterly consumed me. Beneath the shadow of the wings of Thy mercy shelter 
me, for all mine adversaries with one consent have fallen upon me. Keep me near to the 
throne of Thy majesty, face to face with the revelation of the signs of Thy glory, for 
wretchedness hath grievously touched me. With the fruits of the Tree of Thine Eternity 
nourish me, for uttermost weakness hath overtaken me. From the cups of joy, proffered by 
the hands of Thy tender mercies, feed me, for manifold sorrows have laid mighty hold upon 
me. With the broidered robe of Thine omnipotent sovereignty attire me, for poverty hath 
altogether despoiled me. Lulled by the cooing of the Dove of Thine Eternity, suffer me to 
sleep, for woes at their blackest have befallen me. Before the throne of Thy oneness, amid 
the blaze of the beauty of Thy countenance, cause me to abide, for fear and trembling have 
violently crushed me. Beneath the ocean of Thy forgiveness, faced with the restlessness of 
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the leviathan of glory, immerse me, for my sins have utterly doomed me. (Prayers and 
Meditations, Bahá’u’lláh, CXLV) 

 

17. First Contact 

Image: Picture from Sulaymaniyyih sometime around 1930 or onwards 

Baha'u'llah was still pursuing His solitary existence on that mountain when a certain Shaykh, 
a resident of Sulaymaniyyih, who owned a property in that neighborhood, sought Him out, as 
directed in a dream he had of the Prophet Muhammad. Shortly after this contact was 
established, Shaykh Isma'il, the leader of the Khalidiyyih Order, who lived in Sulaymaniyyih, 
visited Him, and succeeded, after repeated requests, in obtaining His consent to transfer His 
residence to that town. (God Passes By, p. 121) 

 

18. Ode of the Dove 

Image: Drawing of Ibn Arabi 

At first, the people, although much impressed by Him, took Him only to be as He presented 
Himself, an itinerant dervish from Iran, until a fragment of His writing came into the hands of 
a disciple of Shaykh Isma'il, a Sufi {murshid} of that region. This man took it to his mentor, 
who found it irresistible. Shaykh Isma'il and some of his disciples then hurried into the 
presence of Baha'u'llah and learned much from Him. One day, they asked Him to explain to 
them the intricacies of the book, {al-Futuhat al-Makkiyyah}, by the great Andalusian mystic, 
Shaykh Muhyi'd-Din Ibnu'l-'Arabi. Baha'u'llah replied that He had never read it and did not 
know its contents, but would grant them their wish. So, every day, a page would be read in 
His presence and He would expound and explain the views of that celebrated mystic seer. 
Then they begged Him to compose an ode in the style of the famous Ta'iyyih ode of another 
celebrated mystic, the Egyptian Ibnu'l-Farid. And He agreed to grant them that request as 
well. The result was a poem of utmost eloquence which gained widespread fame and 
acceptance as the {Qasidiy-i-'Izz-i-Varqa'iyyih}. It originally consisted of 2,000 couplets, but 
Baha'u'llah chose 127 of them, which He allowed to be copied and preserved. No one 
previously had dared to compose such an ode in such a style as that of Ibnu'l-Farid. Thus, the 
fame of Darvish Muhammad-i-Irani began to reach areas beyond the confines of the small 
Kurdish town. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 118) 

  

19. Visiting Sulaymaniyyih 

Image: Takyiy-i-Mawlana Khalid in Sulaymaniyyih, Iraq 

Whenever Baha'u'llah came into Sulayminiyyih, to make use of the public bath or to make 
any purchases, He would stay in the Takyih, the theological seminary of Mawlana Khalid. The 
original mosque of which Mawlana Khalid had been the custodian was destroyed in later 
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times, but had been rebuilt to the same proportions. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. 
Balyuzi, p. 118) 

 

20. Influence on the People of Kurdistan 

Image: Image: Takyiy-i-Mawlana Khalid in Sulaymaniyyih, Iraq 

Through His numerous discourses and epistles He disclosed new vistas to their eyes, resolved 
the perplexities that agitated their minds, unfolded the inner meaning of many hitherto 
obscure passages in the writings of various commentators, poets and theologians, of which 
they had remained unaware, and reconciled the seemingly contradictory assertions which 
abounded in these dissertations, poems and treatises. Such was the esteem and respect 
entertained for Him that some held Him as One of the "Men of the Unseen," others accounted 
Him an adept in alchemy and the science of divination, still others designated Him "a pivot of 
the universe," whilst a not inconsiderable number among His admirers went so far as to 
believe that His station was no less than that of a prophet. Kurds, Arabs, and Persians, learned 
and illiterate, both high and low, young and old, who had come to know Him, regarded Him 
with equal reverence, and not a few among them with genuine and profound affection, and 
this despite certain assertions and allusions to His station He had made in public, which, had 
they fallen from the lips of any other member of His race, would have provoked such fury as 
to endanger His life. Small wonder that Baha'u'llah Himself should have, in the Lawh-i-
Maryam, pronounced the period of His retirement as "the mightiest testimony" to, and "the 
most perfect and conclusive evidence" of, the truth of His Revelation. "In a short time," is 
Abdu'l-Baha's own testimony, "Kurdistan was magnetized with His love. During this period 
Baha'u'llah lived in poverty. His garments were those of the poor and needy. His food was 
that of the indigent and lowly. An atmosphere of majesty haloed Him as the sun at midday. 
Everywhere He was greatly revered and loved." (God Passes By, p. 124) 

 

21. Meanwhile in Baghdad 

Image: Drawing of Baghdad, river Tigris 

While the foundations of Baha'u'llah's future greatness were being laid in a strange land and 
amidst a strange people, the situation of the Babi community was rapidly going from bad to 
worse.... Mirza Yahya, closeted most of the time in his house, was secretly directing, through 
his correspondence with those Babis whom he completely trusted, a campaign designed to 
utterly discredit Baha'u'llah. In his fear of any potential adversary he had dispatched Mirza 
Muhammad-i-Mazindarani, one of his supporters, to Adhirbayjan for the express purpose of 
murdering Dayyan [Mirza Asadu'llah of Khuy], …'. In his folly he had, furthermore, induced 
Mirza Aqa Jan to proceed to Nur, and there await a propitious moment when he could make 
a successful attempt on the life of the sovereign.... He even, as a further evidence of the 
enormity of his crimes, ordered that the cousin of the Bab, Mirza 'Ali-Akbar, a fervent admirer 
of Dayyan, be secretly put to death--command which was carried out in all its iniquity. As to 
Siyyid Muhammad, now given free rein by his master, Mirza Yahya, he had surrounded 
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himself, as Nabil who was at that time with him in Karbila categorically asserts, with a band 
of ruffians, whom he allowed, and even encouraged, to snatch at night the turbans from the 
heads of wealthy pilgrims who had congregated in Karbila, to steal their shoes, to rob the 
shrine of the Imam Husayn of its divans and candles, and seize the drinking cups from the 
public fountains. (God Passes By p. 124) 

 

During His absence it had become apparent to friend and foe alike that the Bábí community, 
left for so long to the leadership of unfaithful persons such as Mírzá Yahyá and Siyyid 
Muhammad-i-Isfahání, had degenerated completely. Most of its members were now 
dispirited; unlike the early heroes and martyrs who only a decade before had demonstrated 
with their life-blood the staunchness of their faith, the loftiness of their character, and the 
depth of their love, they were now devoid of such virtues and were spiritually as dead. And 
they were divided among themselves. For instance, in the town of Qazvín, the home of 
Táhirih, that immortal heroine of the Bábí Dispensation, they had created four sects, each 
bearing a name. Some followed Mírzá Yahyá, others identified their faith with Quddús or 
Táhirih, and some considered themselves the followers of the Bayán, the Mother Book of the 
Bábí Revelation. It was during this period also that no less than twenty-five people 
audaciously announced themselves as 'Him Whom God shall make manifest'--a designation 
by which the Báb had referred to Bahá'u'lláh, the Promised One of all ages, Whose Herald He 
was. To support their claims, some even went so far as to disseminate their own writings 
among the rank and file of the community. However, a number of them who attained the 
presence of Bahá'u'lláh in Baghdád, where they had gone with the purpose of converting Him, 
recognized His station, prostrated themselves at His feet and begged forgiveness for their 
presumption. Some, indeed, rose to such heights of servitude and faith as to rank foremost 
among His disciples. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, Vol 1 p. 68) 

 

22. No return planned 

Image: Remains of an old building in Sulaymaniyyih 

Our withdrawal contemplated no return, and Our separation hoped for no reunion. The one 
object of Our retirement was to avoid becoming a subject of discord among the faithful, a 
source of disturbance unto Our companions, the means of injury to any soul, or the cause of 
sorrow to any heart. Beyond these, We cherished no other intention, and apart from them, 
We had no end in view. And yet, each person schemed after his own desire, and pursued his 
own idle fancy, until the hour when, from the Mystic Source, there came the summons 
bidding Us return whence We came. Surrendering Our will to His, We submitted to His 
injunction.' (Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 249) 

 

23.  Petition of Return 

Image: Mirza Musa 
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The fame of 'Darvísh Muhammad' was now spreading beyond Kurdistán. When the reports 
of His innate greatness and knowledge reached Baghdád, His family and friends realized that 
He could be none other than Bahá'u'lláh Himself. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. 
Taherzadeh, Vol 1 p. 67) 

 

Baha'u'llah had taken only one companion with Him, Aqa Abu'l-Qasim-i-Hamadani. … From 
time to time, Baha'u'llah came into Sulayminiyyih from the caves in search of the necessities 
of life. Aqa Abu'l-Qasim also visited Him and carried provisions to Him. Then a time came 
when Aqa Abu'l-Qasim had to leave Baha'u'llah and go to Iran to obtain money and certain 
goods. At the frontier, on his return, he was set upon either by highwaymen or frontier patrols 
and was mortally wounded. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 116) 

 

… when officials discovered the will of Abu'l-Qásim-i-Hamadání, Bahá'u'lláh's murdered 
servant, which bequeathed all his possessions to a Darvísh Muhammad in the mountains of 
Kurdistán. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, Vol 1 p. 67) 

 

Insinctively Kalim and Abdul-Baha knew that Darvish Muhammad was Bahá’u’lláh. They 
discussed this among the Babis in Baghdad and plans were made for two of the Babis to go 
to Sulaymanniyyih with petitions and try to persuade Bahá’u’lláh to return and save the Babi 
community from the low state into which it had fallen. These two Babis went to Sulaymaniyyih 
and waited until they saw Bahá’u’lláh. However, witnessing the great love and affection which 
the people of the town had for Bahá’u’lláh, they dared not openly talk of his return to 
Baghdad. (Bahá’u’lláh A Short Biography, M. Momen, p. 41) 

 

"I found," this same Shaykh Sultan, recounting his experiences to Nabil, has stated, "all those 
who lived with Him in that place, from their Master down to the humblest neophyte, so 
enamoured of, and carried away by their love for Baha'u'llah, and so unprepared to 
contemplate the possibility of His departure that I felt certain that were I to inform them of 
the purpose of my visit, they would not have hesitated to put an end to my life."(God Passes 
By p. 121) 

 

They merely presented the petitions that they had brought and retired to the caravanserai 
where they were quartered. Bahá’u’lláh visited them there and was at first unwilling to 
accede to their request that he return. He pointed to the treachery and back-biting to which 
he had been subjected in Baghdad and contrasted this with the sincere devotion and high 
regard with which he was held among the Kurds. The Babis said that they would then remain 
in Sulaymaniyyih and many other Babis would undoubtedly migrate there also. Bahá’u’lláh 
eventually relented and agreed to return to Baghdad, explaining his reasons for doing so thus 
to one of the two Babis who had come. (Bahá’u’lláh A Short Biography, M. Momen, p.42) 
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“But for my recognition of the fact that the blessed Cause of the Primal Point [the Báb] was 
on the verge of being completely obliterated, and all the sacred blood poured out in the path 
of God would have been shed in vain, I would in no wise have consented to return to the 
people of the Bayan, and would have abandoned them to the worship of the idols their 
imaginations had fashioned. (God Passes By p. 122) 

 

24. The Return of Bahá’u’lláh  

Image: Map of Iraq – Sulaymaniyyih and Baghdad 

Deciding to terminate the period of His retirement Baha'u'llah bade farewell to the shaykhs 
of Sulaymaniyyih, who now numbered among His most ardent and, as their future conduct 
demonstrated, staunchest admirers. Accompanied by Shaykh Sultan, He retraced His steps to 
Baghdad, on "the banks of the River of Tribulations," as He Himself termed it, proceeding by 
slow stages, realizing, as He declared to His fellow-traveler, that these last days of His 
retirement would be "the only days of peace and tranquillity" left to Him, "days which will 
never again fall to My lot." (God Passes By, p. 126) 

Bahá’u’lláh arrived back to Baghdad on 19th of March, 1856 

 

25. Domestic Arrangement 

Image: Mirza Musa 

At first, after His return from the mountains of Kurdistan, Bahá’u’lláh remained in his house. 
(Bahá’u’lláh A Short Biography, M. Momen, p.43) 

 

Mirza Musa and his wife were always devoted to Bahá'u'lláh. This uncle, Mirza Musa, who 
came into exile with us, was a very kind helper in everything. At one time he did almost all 
the cooking, for which he had a talent; he would also help with the washing. Asiyih Khanum, 
my dear mother, was in delicate health, her strength was diminished by the hardships she 
had undergone, but she always worked beyond her force. Sometimes my father himself 
helped in the cooking, as that hard work was too much for the dainty, refined, gentle lady. 
The hardships she had endured saddened the heart of her divine husband, who was also her 
beloved Lord. He gave this help both before his sojourn in the wilderness of Sulaymaniyyih, 
and after his return. (The Chosen Highway, Lady Blomfield, p. 47) 

 

26. State of the Community in Baghdad 

Image: Old town in Baghdad 

Such was the audacity and effrontery of these demoralized and misguided Babis that no less 
than twenty-five persons, according to Abdu'l-Baha's testimony, had the presumption to 
declare themselves to be the Promised One foretold by the Bab! Such was the decline in their 
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fortunes that they hardly dared show themselves in public. Kurds and Persians vied with each 
other, when confronting them in the streets, in heaping abuse upon them, and in vilifying 
openly the Cause which they professed. Little wonder that on His return to Baghdad 
Baha'u'llah should have described the situation then existing in these words: "We found no 
more than a handful of souls, faint and dispirited, nay utterly lost and dead. The Cause of God 
had ceased to be on any one's lips, nor was any heart receptive to its message." Such was the 
sadness that overwhelmed Him on His arrival that He refused for some time to leave His 
house, except for His visits to Kazimayn and for His occasional meeting with a few of His 
friends who resided in that town and in Baghdad. (God Passes By, p. 125) 

 

27. Re-building the Bábi Community 

Image: Picture of Prince Ali Shah (most likely) 

Gradually, Baha'u'llah began to rebuild the Babi community and restore its self-respect, 
integrity and prestige, until He had extricated the Babis (those few who were left) from the 
depths of ignominy to which they had sunk, during His absence in the mountains of Kurdistan. 
They could now hold their heads high, and were no longer the butt of every sort of foul abuse. 
On one occasion some retainers of 'Ali-Shah, the Zillu's-Sultan, cursed a Babi who was passing 
the door of that exiled prince's residence. Baha'u'llah sent a message to Zillu's-Sultan to ask 
his men to hold their tongues. The Prince obeyed. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi 
p. 124) 

 

After he had come to Baghdad and attained the presence of Bahá’u’lláh, he was seated one 
day in the courtyard of the men’s apartments, by the little garden. I was in one of the rooms 
just above, that gave onto the courtyard. At that moment a Persian prince, a grandson of 
Fath-‘Alí Sháh, arrived at the house. The prince said to him, “Who are you?” Ismu’lláh 
answered, “I am a servant of this Threshhold. I am one of the keepers of this door.” And as I 
listened from above, he began to teach the Faith. The prince at first objected violently; and 
yet, in a quarter of an hour, gently and benignly, Jináb-i-Ismu’lláh had quieted him down. 
After the prince had so sharply denied what was said, and his face had so clearly reflected his 
fury, now his wrath was changed to smiles and he expressed the greatest satisfaction at 
having encountered Ismu’lláh and heard what he had to say. 

He always taught cheerfully and with gaiety, and would respond gently and with good humor, 
no matter how much passionate anger might be turned against him by the one with whom 
he spoke. His way of teaching was excellent. He was truly Ismu’lláh, the Name of God, not for 
his fame but because he was a chosen soul. (Memorials of the Faithful, Chapter on Ismulla 
Asdaq, `Abdu'l-Bahá) 

 

28. The Leading Kurd of the Bazaar 
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Image: A Market Place in Baghdad 

Aqa Muhammad, a Kurd from Iran, had come to Baghdad and opened a shop to sell {kabab} 
(kebab). Towards the Babis he was not at all well disposed. Under his influence people in the 
bazar, particularly the Persians, had waxed bold in abusing the Babis. One day a confectioner 
named Hasan used a foul epithet in reference to some of the Babis who accompanied 
Baha'u'llah as He passed by. One of them went back and gave Hasan a sound beating. Next 
day, Aqa Muhammad took that Babi to task, telling him: 'You should not have punished Hasan 
yourself, but should have come to me, the leader of this bazar, with your complaint.' Knowing 
full well that Aqa Muhammad was the source of all the mischief in the bazaar, this Babi told 
him so to his face and gave him a beating as well. The Kurd, enraged, stood up on a platform 
in his shop to shout that the vile Babis had now become so aggressive as to beat him. 'I will 
go', he threatened, 'to their leader and demand justice. Should he not heed me, I know what 
to do; I will take the matter into my own hands.' The next day he stopped Baha'u'llah while 
He was on His way to a coffee-house, and complained bitterly of the behaviour of the Babi 
youth. Baha'u'llah assured him that He would summon all those who had seen the incident 
and question them. Whoever had misbehaved would be punished. Aqa Muhammad went 
back to his shop, greatly surprised that Baha'u'llah had said He would punish the guilty person, 
rather than putting the case to the Consul.  

The Persian consul at this time was Mirza Ibrahim Khan, who was away in Karbila. When Aqa 
Muhammad ran to the Consulate with his complaint, the Vice-Consul sent an agent to 
Baha'u'llah's house to find out what had happened. He was informed in no uncertain terms 
that should the shopkeepers in the bazar not cease their foul language, they would all receive 
their due. The agent said no more, nor did he approach the person of Baha'u'llah, but the 
Vice-Consul took steps to put an end to this misbehaviour. He also had both Aqa Muhammad 
and Hasan brought in, berated them and kept them in custody. After a few days, when. their 
families came crying to Baha'u'llah's door that they had no one to look after them, Baha'u'llah 
sent word to the Vice-Consul and both were released. When the Consul returned from 
Karbila, and heard what had happened in his absence, he was angered by the insulting 
behaviour of the shopkeepers and ordered the re-arrest of the two ringleaders. As the river 
was in flood with no bridge crossing, they were pushed into a {quffih} (covered boat) and 
taken over to the Consul ate, where Mirza Ibrahim Khan castigated and held them. Once 
again, after a few days, their families came to Baha'u'llah to plead for His intercession, and on 
His word the two men were warned and sent home. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. 
Balyuzi p. 125-126) 

 

29. Hidden Words 

Image: Banks of Tigris 

Among the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh in this period, The Hidden Words stands out as a mighty 
charter for the salvation of the human soul. It shines as a beacon of light to men lost in the 
world of darkness and materialism; it gives light to their eyes, enabling them to see the path 
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to their Lord. It also warns them of the many pitfalls on their way and extends a helping hand 
at every turn.  

The Hidden Words was revealed by Bahá'u'lláh about A.D. 1858 on the banks of the Tigris. In 
one of His Tablets, He states that certain of its passages were revealed on a single occasion 
and recorded in one Tablet. The rest, revealed at different times, were later added to these. 
In the early days of the Faith this compilation was known as the 'Hidden Book of Fátimih'. 
Fátimih was the daughter of Muhammad, the holiest and the most outstanding woman of the 
Islámic Dispensation. At a young age she was married to 'Alí, the successor to Muhammad, 
and bore him several children, two of whom, Hasan and Husayn, succeeded their father to 
become the second and third Imáms, respectively, of the Shí'ah sect of Islám. Fátimih was a 
true and faithful believer and was much devoted to her Father. His death plunged her into a 
state of bitter anguish and grief. According to the traditions of Shí'ah Islám, the Holy Spirit 
personified as the Angel Gabriel descended upon her and addressed certain words to her. 
These were dictated to 'Alí, her husband, and were revealed to bring consolation to her soul 
in her bereavement. She died soon after the passing of her illustrious Father, the Prophet of 
Islám. (The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, A. Taherzadeh, Vol 1 p. 71) 

 

30. Old Lady 

Image: Boat bridge in Baghdad 

Every day Baha'u'llah walked to the coffeehouses near the bridge of the boats [in Baghdad]. 
Each day an elderly woman stood alongside the road and waited for Him to pass. She was 
poor and lived in a broken-down house. Baha'u'llah stopped each day and spoke kindly to the 
woman. He would inquire after her health, then give her a little money. Each day the elderly 
woman would kiss Baha’u’llah’s hands to show her thanks, but sometimes she wanted to kiss 
His face. She was rather short and could not quite reach, so Baha'u'llah would bend down to 
let her kiss Him on the cheek ‘She knows that I like her,' Baha'u'llah would tell His companions, 
‘that is why she likes Me.’ (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 152)  

 

31.  Plan of the Kurds to Exterminate the Bábis 

Image: Kurds in 19th Century 

But now the Kurds of Iran (there were some 2,000 in Baghdad) felt aggrieved that one of their 
leaders had twice suffered punishment and detention, and they made a pact to exterminate 
the Babis, of whom, according to Aqa Rida, there were no more than thirty to forty, Persian 
and Arab, then in Baghdad. These gathered round the house of Baha'u'llah to protect it. When 
Baha'u'llah, as was His wont, came out shortly before sunset to go to a coffee-house. He was 
told what the Kurds intended to do that night. He went on as usual, first to Salih's coffee-
house, which was situated at the eastern side of the bridge, and after a while He got up to 
visit 'Abdu'llah's coffee-house at the western side, which was frequented by Kurds and 
Persians. He was accompanied by Mirza Javad-i-Khurasani, with whom He was talking, while 
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a few of the Babis walked behind. To Mirza Javad He said, 'We have been threatened with 
death. We have no fear, We are ready for them. Here is Our head.' He spoke with such 
vehemence and authority that all who heard Him were struck dumb. Then He entered the 
coffee-house and stayed until three hours after sunset, after which He walked home and no 
one dared approach Him. After this episode, Aqa Rida states, there was no further mischief-
making or insulting behaviour in the market-place, and all was calm. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of 
Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 125-126) 

 

 

32. Nobles of Baghdad visiting Him  

Image: Rida-Quli Mirza, Qajar Prince (probably) – Picture taken 1836 

Before long his sons [Prince Zillu’s-Sultan], Shuja'u'd-Dawlih and Sayfu'd-Dawlih, were 
habitué’s of the biruni of the house of Baha'u'llah. Zaynu'l-'Abidin Khan, the Fakhru'd-Dawlih, 
another nobleman from Iran, was often heard to say: 'I cannot explain it, I do not know how 
it is, but whenever I feel gloomy and depressed, I have only to go to the house of Baha'u'llah 
to have my spirits uplifted.'  

As for the notables of the city, whoever met Baha'u'llah and came into His presence became 
attracted and devoted to Him. Shaykh 'Abdu'l-Qadir (… an 'ulama famous for his calligraphy, 
…), 'Abdu's-Salam Effendi (…), Ibn-Alusi, and Siyyid Dawudi, all men of learning; 'Abdu'llah 
Pasha of Sulayminiyyih and his vizier, Mahmud Aqa, and Mulla 'Ali-Mardan (the controller of 
customs), men of public affairs, were equally devoted to Him. There were numbers of Persian 
princes living in exile in Baghdad, some of whom we have already noted, and to name one 
more: Rida-Quli Mirza, the Nayibu'l-Iyalih (…)--all were to be seen reverentially attending 
Baha'u'llah in the biruni of His residence. (Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 124) 

 

33. British Citizenship offered  

Image: Colonel Sir Arnold Burrowes Kemball 

Nor was the then representative of the British government, Colonel Sir Arnold Burrows 
Kemball, consul-general in Baghdád, insensible of the position which Bahá’u’lláh now 
occupied. Entering into friendly correspondence with Him, he, as testified by Bahá’u’lláh 
Himself, offered Him the protection of British citizenship, called on Him in person, and 
undertook to transmit to Queen Victoria any communication He might wish to forward to her. 
He even expressed his readiness to arrange for the transfer of His residence to India, or to 
any place agreeable to Him. This suggestion Bahá’u’lláh declined, choosing to abide in the 
dominions of the Sultán of Turkey. (God Passes By, p. 131) 
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34. A new Governor of Baghdad 

Image: Umar Pasha picture from around 1856 

Then, 'Umar Pasha, a man high in military command, was appointed Governor of Baghdad. 
He had an iron will and governed with an iron hand. He it was who had hordes of resident 
Persians in Karbila detained, hauled to Baghdad and made to wear Ottoman military uniform. 
To the pleadings and protests of the Iranian envoy this haughty Governor paid not the 
slightest attention. A good many of these unfortunate people were forced to pay large sums 
to buy their release.  

During the governorship of 'Umar Pasha, a relative of Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahani named 
Mirza Rida, and Mirza 'Aliy-i-Nayrizi were plotting and conspiring to injure Baha'u'llah. 
Without His knowledge and permission, one or more Babis set upon them in the bazar. Mirza 
Rida died on the spot and Mirza 'Ali, badly wounded, managed to reach the {Seraye} 
(Government House). 'Umar Pasha, seeing his plight, enquired furiously who was responsible 
for this outrage. On being told that the perpetrator of the savage assault was a member of 
the retinue of Baha'u'llah, he impetuously ordered that cannons be trained on Baha'u'llah's 
residence. He was advised that it was an impossible task. He then demanded that Baha'u'llah 
come in person before him. Siyyid Dawudi, who was present, intervened to say: 'Your Honour 
must know this, that even ordering one of His servants to come here is not admissible, not to 
speak of ordering His own presence in this assemblage.' 'Umar Pasha, on hearing these words 
so bluntly stated as a fact by a prominent member of the Sunni hierarchy, fell silent, and sent 
Mirza 'Ali to Baha'u'llah's house to obtain justice from His hands.  

As remarked previously, Baha'u'llah had no more than a few dozen Babis with and around 
Him, but His spiritual authority and influence increased so vastly that all those who felt 
aggrieved and oppressed would flock to His door, begging for His assistance and intercession. 
(Bahá’u’lláh The King of Glory, H.M. Balyuzi p. 128) 

 

 

35. The Aunt of Nasiri-Din Shah 

Image: House of Bahá’u’lláh  

Another who came to this conclusion was Shams-I Jihan Khanum, a Qajar princess, an aunt of 
Nasirud-Din Shah, known by her pen-name of Fitnih, who had become a Bábi through Tahirih 
in Tehran. She came to Baghdad and, in a poem she wrote, she described her unsatisfactory 
experience with Mirza Yahya and his followers, how her faith was restored by meeting 
Bahá’u’lláh and of how she realised His true station. (Bahá’u’lláh A Short Biography, M. 
Momen, p.50) 

 


